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A view of participants
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O nd
n 22  March 2025, an industrial visit was organized for the Foundation Batch students 

of the School of Footwear Design and Production and the School of Fashion Design (FD) 
at FDDI, Chhindwara Campus, to the Raymond Lifestyle Ltd. unit in Sausar, Chhindwara.
A group of thirty-five students, accompanied by their faculty members—Dr. Agya Preet,

 

Mr. Artitra Das, Mr. Prashant Saxena, Dr. Pankaj Dubey, and Ms. Shraddha 
Jhaloya—visited the textile unit. Mr. Ashish Sharma, HR Manager, provided a 
comprehensive overview of the textile manufacturing process, starting from fiber 
preparation to yarn production, spinning, and the subsequent stages of textile 
manufacturing.

The students were briefed on the sequence of operations, and a step-by-step 
demonstration was conducted on the shop floor. The batch toured various sub-
departments, including Spinning, Dyeing, Weaving, Finishing, and Final Quality Control, 
gaining hands-on insights into each stage of textile production.

Students & Faculties at  Raymond Life Style Ltd.

Industrial exposure for FDDI, Chennai students 

To provide a strong foundation and enhance the practical knowledge of its students, 
FDDI Chennai organized an industrial visit for 110 Foundation Programme students on 

th
17  March 2025.

Under the guidance of senior faculty from the School of Footwear Design & Production 
(FDP) and the School of Fashion Design (FD), the students visited Balamurugan Leathers, 
The General & Industrial Leathers (P) Ltd. in Chromepet, and the Ananafit Natural Fiber 
Cluster in Anagabuthur, Chennai.

Industrial visit for FDDI, Chhindwara Campus students at Raymond Life   
Style  Ltd.

INDUSTRIAL & EDUCATIONAL 
VISITS
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Students at Balamurugan Leathers

Balamurugan Leathers specializes in producing shoe uppers, suede leathers, and 
garments for export to France, Vietnam, and Cambodia, while The General & Industrial 
Leathers (P) Ltd. manufactures cow upper leathers, cow splits, and buff leathers for the 
footwear and leather goods industries.

During the visit, students were briefed on the complete leather processing workflow, 
including leather curing with salts, pre-tanning operations, soaking, liming, de-liming, 
pickling, chrome tanning of buff and goat leather, post-tanning processes, and various 
quality checkpoints. They also observed leather bundling and packaging, water 
treatment for hazardous tanning residues, and the technology used in footwear design 
up to the final assembling process.

Ananafit specializes in weaving textiles using traditional loom producing customized 
sarees and dhotis and supplying to state government handloom department and also to 
the local shops.

Students at The General & Industrial 
Leathers (P) Ltd

Students watching the manufacturing process at  Ananafit
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The hands-on exposure at these manufacturing units provided students with an in-depth 
understanding of the leather and textile industries.

Industrial visit for FDDI, Hyderabad students at Chennai & Andhra Pradesh

To provide students with firsthand exposure to real-world industrial processes and bridge 
the gap between classroom learning and industry practices, an industrial visit for the 
Footwear Design & Production (FDP) students of FDDI, Hyderabad Campus was 
organized at leading footwear manufacturing companies in Chennai and Tada, Andhra 
Pradesh (AP).

Students being briefed on cutting at Hindustan Unilever Foods Pvt. Ltd., (Footwear Division)

th
On 30  January 2025, the students visited Apache Footwear Group Ltd., a sprawling 350-
acre facility with an annual production capacity of 1.3 million pairs. The visit was 
conducted by the Technical and HR teams, who provided an in-depth overview of the 
company's innovative non-leather footwear manufacturing processes and advanced 
automation techniques. Students observed the integration of cutting-edge technology 
in production, learning how automation enhances efficiency, maintains high-quality 
standards, and streamlines large-scale manufacturing. The visit also highlighted 
Apache's commitment to sustainability, waste reduction, and strategies for meeting 
high production demands. This immersive experience offered students valuable insights 
into the future of footwear manufacturing and the critical role of technology in modern 
production lines. 
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Students at Adidas Group Pvt. Ltd., Tada, AP

st
On 31  January 2025, the students visited Sanghavi Accessories Pvt. Ltd., where they 
observed the process of shoe last development. The company is renowned for its 
expertise in designing and producing high-quality shoe lasts, which form the crucial 
foundation for footwear manufacturing. Mr. Raj Kumar, Incharge at Sanghavi 
Accessories Pvt. Ltd., explained to the students how precision and innovation are 
essential in creating functional and aesthetically appealing footwear.

Students at  Sanghavi Accessories Pvt. Ltd., 
Chennai

On February 4 2025, the students visited Riya Leather, a prominent leather exporter 

based in Chromepet, known for its specialization in suede and nubuck leather. During 

the visit, the students gained valuable insights into the intricate leather-making 

process, observing firsthand the craftsmanship and expertise involved in producing 

high-quality materials for global markets.

Students at Riya Leather, Chrompet, Chennai
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The students also visited Serene Shoe Company, a renowned footwear manufacturer 
r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  i t s 
e x p e r t i s e  i n  c r a f t i n g 
moccasins and sneakers, 
w i t h  a  s t r o n g  e x p o r t 
presence, particularly in 
Switzerland. During the 
v i s i t ,  t h e y  h a d  a n 
interactive session with Mr. 
Faizal, Director of Serene 
Shoe Company, gaining 
valuable insights into the 
global footwear market, 
design innovations, and 
export strategies. 

Accompanied by FDDI faculty, the students observed the company's manufacturing 
processes and operations, learning how advanced technologies are employed to 
produce high-quality footwear efficiently.

Students at Serene Shoe Company, Chrompet, Chennai

'Tannery Training - Rawhide to Finished Leather' conducted by FDDI, Kolkata
th th

From 9  to 13  December 2024, third-semester students of the School of Leather Goods 
and Accessories Design (LGAD) from FDDI Noida, Hyderabad, and Kolkata campuses 
participated in an industrial visit to Webleck Tannery Pvt. Ltd. and Diamond Tannery, 
Kolkata. 

The visit aimed to provide students with in-depth exposure to tannery operations, 
offering practical, hands-on understanding of the leather production process. This 
experience complemented their theoretical learning in the subject of Leather 
Technology, enhancing their overall comprehension of industrial practices.

Students observing the drum dyeing and 
milling process

Technician explaining leather finishing 
techniques
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Accompanied by the highly experienced faculty of FDDI namely, Mrs. Indu Gupta - Sr. 
Faculty and Dr. Sushila Hooda - Jr. Faculty, the students were taken around the various 
departments which included Spinning, Weaving, Testing Labs, Chemical lab etc. 

Students observed the complete 
range of texti le machiner y, 
including winding, warping, sizing, 
and looms, gaining firsthand 
insight into their functioning. 
They also witnessed various 
physical  and chemical  tests 
conducted for quality control. 
During an interactive session, 
N I T R A  e x p e r t s  a d d r e s s e d 
students' queries, providing 
clarifications and enhancing their 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t e x t i l e 
processes.

Under the supervision and guidance of Mr. Rinsten Dorjee, Senior Faculty, LGAD Kolkata; 
Ms. Vandana Singh, Faculty, LGAD Noida; and Mr. Akhaltur Rahaman, Lab Assistant, LGAD 
Kolkata, students were briefed on rawhide processing, tanning, dyeing, finishing, and 
quality control, with a focus on modern technologies and sustainable practices. Students 
observed the transformation of raw hides into finished leather and participated in live 
demonstrations on dyeing and grading.

Industry experts provided valuable insights into sustainable tanning techniques, 
emerging market trends, and innovative practices, inspiring students to explore new 
opportunities and advancements in the leather sector.

'Educa�onal Visit’ for FDDI, Noida students at NITRA, Ghaziabad
nd

On 22  November 2024, the School of Fashion Design (FD) at FDDI Noida Campus 
organized an educational visit to 
t h e  N o r t h e r n  I n d i a  Te x t i l e 
Research Association (NITRA), 
Ghaziabad.

The visit aimed to familiarize 
students with the operations of 
the textile industry, enabling 
them to bridge the gap between 
theory and practice. Students 
gained hands-on exposure to the 
technologies and machinery used 
in processing raw fibers into 
finished textile materials. Students along with their faculty members at NITRA

Students watching the procedure & working
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'Exposure-cum-Study' tour for FDDI-Jodhpur students at Surya Nagar Kadai 
Cra� Unit

thOn 10  October 2024, an 'Exposure-cum-Study' tour was organized for the students of 
the School of Fashion Design (FD) at FDDI Jodhpur Campus to the Surya Nagar Kadai 
Craft Unit. 

During the visit, students gained valuable insights into the intricate art of patchwork and 
traditional embroidery, observing the craftsmanship and techniques firsthand.

Students observing the process of patchwork and embroidery

Mr. Manohar Lal from Surya Nagar Kadai Craft guided the students through the 
complete process of patchwork and embroidery, techniques commonly used in creating 
home décor items such as bed sheets, pillow covers, wall hangings, carpets, and other 
products. 

The visit offered students a valuable opportunity to gain practical knowledge and hands-
on skills from experts in the field of textile craft.

Industrial Exposure for FDDI, Chennai students at Sri Sakthi Leather 
Enterprises 

thOn 10  October 2024, a group of 35 students from the B.Des. and M.Des. Footwear 

Design and Production (FDP) programs at FDDI Chennai visited Sri Sakthi Leather 

Enterprises, located in Chromepet, Chengalpattu District, Tamil Nadu. 
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Students observing the shoe making process

The company's technical experts, Mr. Manoj and Mr. Rathana Kumar, explained to the 
students the various automated machinery and equipment used in footwear production. 
The students also gained exposure to different types of materials used in shoe 
manufacturing and learned about their specific production processes.

Sri Sakthi Leather Enterprises, a renowned manufacturer, produces a wide variety of 
shoes for prestigious global brands such as Gabor and Mephisto. 

Accompanied by their faculty, the students were provided with a hands-on opportunity 
to observe the intricacies of the leather footwear manufacturing process.

Students being briefed by technical expert of the company
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Educa�onal excursion for FDDI, Hyderabad students at Pochampally 
Handloom cluster

stOn 01  October 2024, the B.Des. 2021 batch students of the School of Fashion Design 
(FD) at FDDI Hyderabad Campus visited the Pochampally Handloom Cluster in 
Telangana, India. The educational 
excursion aimed to provide students 
with hands-on exposure to the 
traditional art of Pochampally Ikat 
saree-making.

During the visit, students had a unique 
opportunity to observe and actively 
participate in the live design and 
production process of iconic Single 
and Double Ikat weaves, under the 
guidance of master weavers.

From the initial  stages of yarn 
processing with Mulberry silk to the 
intricate steps of designing, tie-and-
dye techniques, and final handloom 
weaving, students explored every 
facet of this rich textile tradition. The 

Students watching  the traditional art of 
Pochampally Ikkat saree-making

The live demonstrations offered them a deep understanding of the precision, patience, 
and skill required at each step. 

Students also interacted directly with the weavers, learning about the history, cultural 
significance, and nuances of this time-honored craft. Inspired by traditional motifs, some 
students even contributed their own design ideas, adding a contemporary touch to the 
Pochampally Ikat sarees.

At the Design Resource Centre of 
WSC, Ms. Sasikala, Assistant Director 
o f  t h e  D e s i g n  D e p a r t m e n t , 
w e l c o m e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d 
provided insights into the rich 
heritage and legacy of Indian 
textiles.

FDDI, Chennai students experience the legacy of Indian Weaving at Weavers 
Service Centre

On 27th September 2024, the School 
of Fashion Design (FD) at FDDI 
Chennai organized an educational 
visit for its students to the Weavers 
Service Centre (WSC), Chennai.

Ms. Sasikala, Assistant Director, Design Department 
explaining about various design techniques
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A key highlight of the visit was the live demonstration in the Process Lab, where students 
observed traditional textile techniques such as block printing, screen printing, batik, and 
tie-and-dye. This hands-on experience enhanced their understanding of the creative 
application of colors, textures, and patterns in contemporary design.

At the Design Resource 

Centre  of  WSC ,  Ms. 

S a s i k a l a ,  A s s i s t a n t 

Director of the Design 

Department, welcomed 

t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d 

provided insights into 

the rich heritage and 

legacy of Indian textiles.

FDDI, Chennai students experience the legacy of Indian Weaving at 
Weavers Service Centre

th
On 27  September 2024, 

the School of Fashion 

Design (FD) at FDDI 

Chennai organized an 

educational visit for its 

students to the Weavers 

Service Centre (WSC), 

Chennai.

Ms. Sasikala, Assistant Director, Design Department explaining 
about various design techniques

A key highlight of the visit was the live demonstration in the Process Lab, where students 
observed traditional textile techniques such as block printing, screen printing, batik, and 
tie-and-dye. This hands-on experience enhanced their understanding of the creative 
application of colors, textures, and patterns in contemporary design.

Tannery visit for FDDI, Noida students at M/s. Santosh Pargal & Co.
thOn 19  September 2024, the B.Des. 2022–26 batch students of the School of Footwear 

Design and Production, FDDI Noida Campus, visited M/s. Santosh Pargal & Co., a tannery 
located in Murthal, Sonipat, Haryana.

Students at M/s. Santosh Pargal & Co.
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The visit aimed to familiarize students with the leather processing and finishing 
methodologies, as well as to provide hands-on exposure to the tools and various types of 
leather commonly used in the industry.

The students observed the complete tannery process, from raw hides to finished 
leather. Mr. Sanjay Pargal, Managing Director, along with experts from various 
departments, explained the technical aspects of each stage. The students were also 
briefed on the transformation of wet-blue leather into finished leather, gaining a 
comprehensive understanding of the entire leather production workflow.

FDDI, Hyderabad students visit Shahi Exports Pvt. Ltd., Nacharam, 
Hyderabad

With the objective of providing first-hand exposure to apparel manufacturing processes 
and acquainting students with the day-to-day operations of various departments, an 

th
industrial visit was organized on 18  September 2024 for B.Des Fashion Design students 
(2022 and 2023 batches) of FDDI, Hyderabad Campus at Shahi Exports Pvt. Ltd., 
Nacharam, Hyderabad.

FDDI, Hyderabad students at Shahi Exports Pvt. Ltd.

During the visit, students explored various departments, including fabric sourcing, 
cutting, garment assembly, packaging, and quality control, gaining a comprehensive 
understanding of the intricacies involved in mass production within the fashion industry.

Accompanying faculty members, Mr. Harish Kumar and Dr. Anupriya Singh, provided 
valuable insights on the integration of advanced technologies, including Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) tools and the latest software solutions, into garment production 
processes, highlighting how innovation enhances efficiency, accuracy, and overall 
productivity.
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W i t h  t h e  a i m  o f 

providing practical 

e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

processes of safety 

a n d  m i l i t a r y 

f o o t w e a r ,  a n 

industrial visit was 
t horganized on 18  

September 2024 for 

the B.Des FDP 2021 

and 2022 batches of FDDI, Fursatganj Campus, at Rehman Industries Ltd., Unnao.

Industrial visit for FDDI, Fursatganj students at Rehman Industries Ltd., 
Unnao 

Students at Rehman Industries Ltd., Unnao

During the visit, the company's technical experts briefed the students on the durability 

and strength requirements for military and industrial footwear, emphasizing 

compliance with safety regulations and industry standards.

The students observed the complete manufacturing cycle, including material selection, 

cutting, stitching, assembly, and final production, gaining valuable insights into the 

technical and operational aspects of producing high-quality safety and military shoes.

FDDI, Kolkata students visit Titliya Fashion Studio 

To enhance practical knowledge and familiarize students with the processes of dyeing, 
embroidery, and garment production, an industrial visit to Titliya Fashion Studio was 

thorganized on 13  September 2024 for the Fashion Design students of FDDI, Kolkata 
Campus.

T i t l i y a  Fa s h i o n  S t u d i o 
specializes in working with 
unused fabrics and is actively 
involved in the production of 
sustainable apparel.

During the visit, the B.Des – 
Fashion Design students of 
S e m e s t e r s  V  a n d  V I I , 
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t h e i r 
faculty, were briefed by Ms. 
Tasneem Habib, Co-founder 
of Titliya Fashion Studio, on 

the various steps involved in garment manufacturing, starting from unused fabric.

Students acquiring embroidery skill at Titliya Fashion Studio
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The students gained hands-on insights into sustainable garment production, learning 
the process from waste fabric to finished product. They were also introduced to key 
sections of the studio, including the Store, Embroidery, and Cutting sections, enhancing 
their understanding of the operational workflow in the garment industry.

Visit at Shilparamam-A Cra� Village, Hyderabad for FDDI, Hyderabad 
students 

With the objective of experiencing and learning about India's rich design and cultural 
heritage, the students of the Foundation Batch and BBA-RFM program of FDDI, 

thHyderabad Campus visited Shilparamam – A Craft Village on 11  September 2024.

Under the guidance of FDDI faculty, the students explored a wide range of traditional 
artistic creations and gained first-hand knowledge of design elements, artistic 
dimensions, and surface textures in paintings, pottery, crafts, and sculptures. The visit 
offered them a practical understanding of India's rich craft legacy and its relevance to 
contemporary design.

Students along with their faculty members at Shilparamam

With the objective to provide a 

holistic view of the apparel 

production process in the 

fashion industry to the students 

of B. Design & M. Design of 

School of Fashion Design (FD) of 

F D D I ,  N o i d a  C a m p u s ,  a n 

industrial visit was organized at 

Paragon Apparel Pvt. Ltd. on 
th04  September 2024. Technical experts briefing the studentsShilparamam

Industrial visit for FDDI, Noida students at Paragon Apparel Pvt. Ltd. 
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During the visit, the technical experts of the unit provided detailed insights into the 
manufacturing processes for polyester sportswear, men's wear, women's wear, kids' 
apparel, and personal protective equipment. They guided the students through the 
entire production workflow, explaining each stage—from initial design and planning to 
final production—highlighting the systematic approach involved in creating high-quality 
garments.

Factory visit for FDDI Fursatganj students at Sriram Interna�onal, 
Bahadurgarh

thAn industrial visit was organized on 10  May 2024 for the 2021–25 batch students of the 
School of Footwear Design and Production (FDP) at FDDI, Fursatganj Campus, to Sriram 
International, a renowned non-leather footwear manufacturing unit in Bahadurgarh.

The factory's technical experts briefed the students on the latest technologies and 
equipment introduced in recent years. The students also observed and learned 
processes such as embossing, welding, fusing, and the making of knitted uppers used in 
sports shoes. The visit offered valuable insights into the application of polymeric 
materials in upper manufacturing and the specialized machinery involved in producing 
sports footwear uppers.

Students watching different operations at Sriram International, Bahadurgarh

Industrial exposure for FDDI, Chennai students at SRL Interna�onal Ltd., and 
Jafra Insole Pvt. Ltd. & DSM Soles Pvt. Ltd.

As part of industrial exposure, 60 students from the B.Des. and M.Des. FDP 2021 & 2022 
batches of FDDI, Chennai Campus, accompanied by faculty from the School of Footwear 
Design & Production (FDP), visited three leading footwear manufacturing units—SRL 
International Ltd., Jafra Insole Pvt. Ltd., and DSM Soles Pvt. Ltd.—located in Ambur, 
Vellore District, Tamil Nadu. The visit provided students with valuable insights into the 
production of non-leather footwear and shoe components, enhancing their practical 
understanding of industry processes and technologies.

Sr. 
No.  

Company Detail  Date of 
Visit  

Manufactured Product  Batch 
Detail  

1 S RL International Ltd., 
Kelambakkam -  Vandalur  
Road , Chennai, Tamil Nadu  

09 th May 
2024  

Non Leather Footwear 
Manufacturing  

B.Des FDP, 
M.Des FDP 
2021 & 
2022  
(60 
students)  

2 Jafra Insole Pvt. Ltd. ,  and 
DSM Soles Pvt. Ltd., Ambur, 
Vellore District, Tamil Nadu  

21 st May 
2024  

Insole Manufacturing & 
Sole Manufacturing  
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At SRL International Ltd., the students observed the complete process of non-leather 

footwear manufacturing, starting from the procurement and storage of raw materials to 

advanced techniques such as multi-layer cutting and automated gluing. They were 

exposed to the entire production line, including computerized sewing machines, moulding 

processes, screen printing, and the meticulous steps involved in crafting uppers and soles, 

assembly, finishing, quality control, and packing. The facility produces footwear for PUMA, 

providing students with insights into global brand standards. Mr. Sathish, General Manager 

at SRL International Ltd., guided the students, explaining the various materials and 

processes and effectively bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical 

industry applications.

Students observing strap stitching process at the Upper Parts Fabrications at SRL International

At Jafra Insole Pvt. Ltd., and at DSM Soles Pvt. Ltd., the students delved into the world of 

shoe component manufacturing where they had an opportunity to observe the production 

of various insoles, sustainable shoe trees, shoe laces, and diverse soles made from 

materials like TPR, PU, TPU, EVA, and rubber, available in both single and double colours.  

Mr. Naveed Ahamed, General Manager, Jafra Insole Pvt. Ltd., shed light on their insole 

manufacturing processes, encompassing everything from raw material procurement and 

storage to utilization of advanced technology like laser cutting and automated PE injection. 

He also explained the moulding, finishing, quality control, and packing stages, while 

highlighting their clientele that includes Clarks, Colehaan, and export shoe industries.
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Students at Jafra Insole Pvt. Ltd., observing the operations of the laser cutting machine in the 
materials cutting area

Furthermore, Mr. Zafar Ahamed, General Manager, DSM Soles Pvt. Ltd., demystified the 
production process of different sole types using various materials. The students gained 
knowledge about the materials and chemical combinations employed, along with the 
machinery used for PU injection sole moulding, TPR sole moulding, EVA sole moulding, 
and rubber sole moulding.

Students at DSM Soles Pvt. Ltd., observng the PU sole injection moulding process
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The visit offered invaluable insights into the day-to-day operations of the factory, the 
supply chains involved from raw materials to finished products of the Non-leather 
footwear, insole & sole manufacturing.

Educa�onal trip for FDDI, Kolkata students at Weavers Service Center, 
Beliaghata, Kolkata 

Students along with their faculty members at 
WSC, Beliaghata, Kolkata 

During the visit, students witnessed demonstrations of a manual loom, semi-automatic 
loom, Baluchari handloom, and spinning wheel. They observed the block printing 
process and learned about the specifications of the printing table. Students also gained 
hands-on experience with natural dyes, exploring the extraction processes for various 
vegetable-based colors. Additionally, they visited the design sample room, where they 
studied different textile samples. In the conference room, Deputy Director Mr. Rajesh 
Chatterjee addressed the students, providing insights into the cluster programs and the 
functioning of the various units they had observed.

FDDI, Hyderabad students visit Tannery Department of GILT, Hyderabad
ndOn 2  May 2024, the B.Des Foundation Batch-2023 students of FDDI, Hyderabad 

Campus visited the Government Institute of Leather Technology (GILT) in Hyderabad, 
Telangana. 

During the visit, they were provided with comprehensive exposure to the Tannery 
Department, gaining firsthand insights into the processes and operations involved in 
leather production. 

Students practicing block printing 
technique at WSC

To understand the process of hand-woven textiles and appreciate the role of weavers in 
today's mechanized world, an educational trip for FDDI Kolkata students was organized 

rd
at the Weavers Service Centre, Beliaghata, Kolkata, on 3  May 2024.

During the visit, thirty-five students from the School of Fashion Design (FD), 
accompanied by two faculty members, observed the intricate processes of spinning, 
weaving, dyeing, printing, and design at the Centre.
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Mr. Shaiek Iqbal Hussain, Principal of GILT, explained the leather production process, 
highlighting the various types of leather finishing, the range of chemicals, machinery, 
and techniques employed to produce leather suitable for the global market. He also 
provided detailed demonstrations and explanations of the different leather finishing 
processes, offering students an in-depth understanding of the craftsmanship and 
technology involved.

Students watching the process taking place in the 
tannery

Industrial exposure for FDDI, Kolkata students at Indian Tanning Industries 
Pvt. Ltd.

To gain a deeper understanding of tannery operations, a group of 15 students from the 
Foundation Batch of the School of Footwear Design & Production (FDP) at FDDI, Kolkata 
Campus visited Indian Tanning Industries Pvt. Ltd. on 17th April 2024, located at the 
Kolkata Leather Complex. During the welcome address, Mr. Kevin Juneja, Director, 
briefed the students on the stringent quality standards that exporters are required to 
maintain, highlighting the precision and discipline essential in the leather industry.

Students being briefed about 
technicalities of leather tanning by Mr. 

Shaiek Iqbal Hussain

Students watching post tanning operations
Students being demonstrated about leather 

measurement
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Mr. Surjya Das, Technical Expert, explained the technical intricacies of various processes 
and provided an overview of each department's functions, highlighting how they 
contribute to the overall value chain leading to the finished product.

The students observed the tanning process, witnessing the use of various types of 
leather finishes, a range of chemicals, specialized machinery, and techniques employed 
to produce leather suitable for the global market.

'Ortho Care and Foot Care Management Center' visit by FDDI, Kolkata 
students

Striving to provide active learning experiences and exposure, the students of 2022 batch 
of School of Footwear Design & Production (FDP) of FDDI, Kolkata Campus were taken to 

th'Ortho Care and Foot Care Management Center' Kolkata on 16  April 2024.

At the center, Mr. Ashok Rath, a Prosthetist & Orthotist expert, explained the anatomy 
and conditioning of the foot, heel, and ankle—areas of growing concern, particularly 
among the aging population. He highlighted the relationship between foot types, 
deformities, and the effectiveness of footwear, emphasizing the role of orthoses in 
managing and supporting deformed feet.

Faculty and students at Ortho Care and Foot Care Management Center' Kolkata

He emphasized the importance of properly fitting shoes, which should be designed 
based on a thorough clinical examination. He also demonstrated the entire process of 
making customized footwear, from initial assessment to final manufacturing, aimed at 
preventing the onset or worsening of foot pain. 
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Mr. Ashok Rath, Prothetist & Orthotist expert explaining about the foot, heel and ankle 
conditioning

The visit provided students with valuable insights into foot diagnosis, the manufacturing 
of customized footwear, and the selection and use of synthetic materials and products 
for orthopedic applications.

Industrial visit and Museum visit for FDDI, Chhindwara students
th th

A two-day industrial and museum visit was organized on 12  and 13  April 2024 for the 
Fashion Design (FD) Semester IV and Foundation Batch – Semester II students of FDDI, 
Chhindwara Campus, under the guidance of the faculty.

During the industrial visit, the students explored Gokaldas Exports, a globally renowned 
apparel manufacturer located in Acharpura, Bhopal, gaining firsthand exposure to 
advanced manufacturing processes and industry practices.

Students watching the apparel manufacturing process at Gokaldas Exports
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Ms. Sudha, an esteemed figure heading the HR department, and the proficient plant 
team, explained every step in the mass manufacturing of apparel and the intricacies of 
sample creation and 
rigorous testing to 
t h e  m e t i c u l o u s 
cutting, stitching, 
a n d  p a c k a g i n g 
p r o c e s s e s . 
Department heads 
graciously shared 
t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e , 
shedding light on the 
nuanced techniques 
a n d  p r o c e d u r e s 
i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e 
production line. Students at testing lab of Gokaldas Exports

The students also visited the 
Tr i b a l  M u s e u m ,  B h a r a t 
B h a w a n ,  a n d  M a n a v 
Sangrahalaya, where they 
e x p l o r e d  c a p t i v a t i n g 
exhibits and artifacts. The 
experience immersed them 
in the diverse lifestyles and 
rich design inspirations 
derived from the tribal 
cultures of Madhya Pradesh. 

Every artifact and display served as a source of inspiration, sparking creativity and 
igniting the imagination of budding designers and artists.

A tribal art

Students at Tribal Museum

185 |          Annual Report 2024 - 25



Industrial visit for FDDI, Kolkata students at Rupa & Co. Ltd., Howrah
t h

On 12  Apr i l  2024,  an 
industr ia l  v is it  for  the 
students of the School of 
Fashion Design and the 
Foundation Batch of FDDI, 
K o l k a t a  C a m p u s ,  w a s 
organized at Rupa & Co. Ltd. 
( D o m j u r  U n i t ) ,  J a l a n 
Industrial Complex, Howrah. 
Under the guidance of FDDI 
faculty ,  a  group of  27 
s t u d e n t s  t o u r e d  t h e 
manufacturing unit to gain 
hands-on understanding of 
its knitting, dyeing, and 
cutting operations.

Padma Shri awardee Mr. Prahalad Rai Agarwala, Executive Chairman, and Mr. Ramesh 
Agarwala, Director, facilitated the visit. The students were guided through the various 
sections of the knitting, dyeing, and cutting units under the supervision of Mr. Singh, 
General Manager; Mr. Amit Sharma, Manager; and Mr. Soumyo and Mr. Mridul Karmakar.

In addition to gaining hands-on technical knowledge, the industrial visit enabled the 
students to understand the intricacies and operational realities of the manufacturing 
unit, observing the complete production range of knitted garments, from innerwear to 
casual wear.

The final speaker, Mr. Pravin Dhake, founder of Athlos—a woollen athletic clothing 
brand—highlighted the benefits of woollen apparel, including body temperature 

r e g u l a t i o n ,  s w e a t 
absorption, reduced risk of 
bacter ia l  infect ions  or 
rashes, and overall comfort. 
H e  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  t h e 
brand's focus on recycled 
ny l o n  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e 
practices.

Additionally, 'The Wool Lab' 
featured a curated display 
s h o w c a s i n g  t h e  l a t e s t 
innovations and seasonal 
m a t e r i a l s  i n  w o o l l e n 
apparel.

FDDI Faculty  and students at Rupa & Co. Ltd.

FDDI students visiting the Knitting Unit
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To drive innova�on in footwear design and polymer science, FDDI, 
Hyderabad and CIPET, Hyderabad signs MoU

To promote innovation in footwear design and polymer science through collaborative 

research, academic enrichment, and technological development, a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) was signed between FDDI, Hyderabad, and the Central Institute of 
thPetrochemical Engineering & Technology (CIPET), Hyderabad, on 12  March 2025.

The MoU was signed on behalf of FDDI by Dr. Narasimhugari Tej Lohit Reddy, IAS, 

Executive Director (ED), FDDI-Hyderabad, and on behalf of CIPET by Mr. P.K. Sahoo, 

Principal Director & Head, CIPET-Hyderabad. Senior officers from both organizations 

were also present during the signing ceremony.

FDDI students visiting the Knitting Unit

Leveraging the strengths of both institutions to foster innovation and skill 

development, the agreement sets out collaborative initiatives including joint research 

projects, faculty and student exchange programs, workshops, and advanced 

manufacturing technologies.

INDUSTRY COLLABORATION 
& MOUs
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This MoU will facilitate cutting-edge research in sole design, mould development, and 

sustainable footwear solutions, helping ensure that India's footwear industry remains 

globally competitive.

The initiative reflects a shared commitment to creating new opportunities for research 

and innovation, benefiting both students and the industry. It is expected to strengthen 

innovation in the footwear and polymer sectors by closely aligning academic expertise 

with industry needs.

Forging New Paths: FDDI inks five MoUs with leading Research and Academic 
Ins�tutes

FDDI has achieved a significant milestone in technological advancement and expertise 

by signing four Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) in the field of footwear design 

and development, setting a higher benchmark of excellence.

On behalf of FDDI, Dr. Sumeet Kumar Jarangal, IAS – Managing Director (MD), signed 

MoUs with prestigious institutions including ICAR – National Institute of Natural Fibre 

Engineering and Technology (NINFET), Woxsen University, Hyderabad, Tamil Nadu 

Physical Education and Sports University (TNPESU), Chennai, Vellore Institute of 

Technology (VIT), Chennai, and Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT), 

Bhubaneswar.

Media coverage
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Discussion in progress with leading Research and Academic Institutes regarding the working 
procedure

th
The MoU with NINFET was signed on 30  September 2024, while the remaining four were 

signed on 10th September 2024 at Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. The ceremony was 

attended by Colonel Pankaj Kumar Sinha, Secretary – FDDI, Dr. Madhusudan Pal, 

Director, CoE – FDDI, along with representatives from the partner institutions: Dr. D.B. 

Shakyawar, Director, ICAR-NINFET; Dr. Adity Saxena, Dean, and Santhosh Kocherlakota, 

Assistant Dean, Woxsen University; Dr. Sivakumar R, Dean, VIT Chennai; Dr. P. 

Rajnikumar, Head, CEB-HPC, TNPESU; and Prof. Bauri Raula, Dean, KIIT Bhubaneswar.

This landmark initiative, focused on collaborative research, is expected to benefit all 

stakeholders — including faculty, students, entrepreneurs, and workers in the footwear 

and leather industry — by enhancing their skills through joint courses and training 

programs offered by these partner institutions. It will drive innovation, growth, and 

competitiveness in the sector.

The MoUs are initially valid for a period of five years and hold the potential to nurture 

entrepreneurial spirit while fostering significant economic growth and technological 

advancement.
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FDDI, Hyderabad collaborates with Telangana Handloom and Tex�le 
Organiza�ons on 'Na�onal Handloom Day’

th
On 'National Handloom Day,' 7  August 2024, FDDI Hyderabad Campus signed 

Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with three prominent organizations: 

Telangana Handicrafts Development Corporation Ltd., the Department of Handlooms 

and Textiles, Government of Telangana, and the Telangana Handloom Weavers' 

Cooperative Society Ltd.

A view of the exchange of MoUs

The event was graced by the esteemed presence of the Hon'ble Handloom & Textile 

Minister of Telangana, Mr. Tummala Nageshwara Rao, and Principal Secretary, Mrs. 

Shailaja Ramaiyer, IAS.

Dr. Narasimhugari Tej Lohit Reddy, IAS, Executive Director of FDDI Hyderabad, formally 

exchanged the MoUs during the ceremony. These agreements focus on academic 

collaboration, joint product development, market surveys, and design and consultancy 

projects. They also aim to strengthen industry linkages through apparel parks in the 

state, foster collaborative initiatives for mutual benefit, and support entrepreneurial 

ventures, including startups, self-help groups, and the broader apparel industry. 

Additionally, the partnership will facilitate the development of organic dyeing units 

across Telangana.

Mr. Arun Kumar Gaikwad, HoD of the School of Fashion Design, along with other HoDs, 

attended the event. Faculty members and students from the School of Fashion Design 

actively participated in both the ceremony and the accompanying exhibition, which 

showcased handloom products created by the students.

Staff and students with the dignitaries
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FDDI, Hyderabad collaborates with Telangana Handloom and Tex�le 
Organiza�ons on 'Na�onal Handloom Day’

t h
On 18  July 2024, a 

M e m o r a n d u m  o f 

Understanding (MoU) 

was signed between 

F D D I ' s  C e n t e r  o f 

Excellence (CoE) and Pt. 

Deendayal Upadhyaya 

National Institute for 

Persons with Physical 

D i s a b i l i t i e s 

( D i v y a n g j a n ) 

(PDUNIPPD) at Vishnu 

Digamber Marg, New 

Delhi.

PDUNIPPD is an autonomous organization under the administrative and financial 

control of the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India, 

dedicated to serving physically disabled individuals across all age groups.

The collaboration between PDUNIPPD and FDDI aims to advance orthotic technologies 

in footwear through a comprehensive approach. Key areas of focus include joint 

research on biomechanics and materials, product development leveraging FDDI's design 

expertise, and educational programs to disseminate best practices.

On behalf of FDDI, Colonel Pankaj Kumar Sinha, Secretary/Managing Director (MD), 

signed the MoU, while Dr. Jitendra Sharma, Director of PDUNIPPD, signed on behalf of 

the institute. The signing was witnessed by Dr. Madhusudan Pal, CoE Director, along with 

other faculty and staff of FDDI.

The MoU was formally exchanged on 22nd July 2024 in the esteemed presence of Dr. 

Virendra Kumar, Hon'ble Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of 

India, at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC), New Delhi.

A view of the exchange of MoU
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MoU signed between FDDI & EDII, Gandhinagar, Gujarat

To promote entrepreneurship education, training, policy research, and incubation, a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between FDDI and the 

Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Bhat, Gandhinagar, Gujarat, on 
nd2  July 2024. On behalf of FDDI, Colonel Pankaj Kumar Sinha, Managing Director (MD), 

signed the MoU, while Dr. Rajesh Gupta, Director – Rural Projects, signed on behalf of 

EDII.

Under the MoU, both organizations will collaboratively work on strategies and 

interventions to develop a comprehensive ecosystem for entrepreneurship. Key areas of 

cooperation include Incubation Support, Venture Acceleration, Faculty Development 

Programs (FDPs), webinars on entrepreneurship, support in Intellectual Property Rights 

(IPR) and patents, student training and internships in ongoing EDII projects, 

collaboration on leather impact initiatives, joint craft projects across sectors, and joint 

short-term courses.

A view of the exchange of MoU

Meeting in progress for nurturing entrepreneurial talent & innovation
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FDDI, Chhindwara Campus signs MoU with Western Coalfields Ltd.

th
On 25  June 2024, FDDI Chhindwara Campus and Western Coalfields Ltd. (WCL) signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to offer short-term training programs for the 

fiscal year 2024-25.

These programs will focus on footwear design and retail, specifically aimed at benefiting 

displaced and unemployed youth in coal mining regions.

On behalf of FDDI, Dr. Pradeep Mandal, HoD – Fashion Design (FD) & Centre In-Charge, 

FDDI Chhindwara, signed the MoU, while Mr. P. Narendra Kumar, General Manager (HRD), 

signed on behalf of WCL. The signing ceremony was attended by Mr. P.J. Bedarkar, Chief 

Manager (Mining) from WCL, Dr. Vinit Verma, HoD – Retail, and Mr. Ashish Wankhede, 

A.M – SA&ED, from FDDI, along with officials from WCL Head Office.

The meticulously designed four-month training programs, covering both manufacturing 

and retail aspects and sponsored by WCL, aim to bridge the skills gap, enhance 

employability, and prepare participants for successful careers, contributing to the 

economic development of coal mining regions in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 

Exchange of MoU

193 |          Annual Report 2024 - 25





AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

FDDI bags Swachhata Pakhwada Award

The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, launched the ambitious Clean 
ndIndia Programme, popularly known as Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, on 2  October 2014. In 

line with this national mission, FDDI has been observing Swachhata Pakhwada every year 

across its twelve campuses, with the initiative growing in impact and participation year 

after year.

Recognising FDDI's significant contribution towards sanitation, record management, 

space optimisation, and scrap disposal, the Institute was awarded Third Position in 

Swachhata Pakhwada 2023 among all organisations under the Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Government of India.

From Left: Mr. Rajeev Kumar Jain, DPIIT official  presenting the award to Mr. Manoj Agarwal, 
CAO, FDDI

FDDI, Hyderabad Faculty Honored with Andhra Pradesh Chitra Kala Pennidhi 
Puraskar State Award 

rdOn 3  November 2024, Dr. Rambabu Muppidi, Faculty in Leather Goods and Accessories 

Design (LGAD) at FDDI – Hyderabad Campus, was honoured with the prestigious Andhra 

Pradesh Chitra Kala Pennidhi Puraskar State Award.
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World Teachers Day is 

celebrated on 05th 

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 4  t o 

honour the essential 

role that teachers play 

in shaping our lives.

The award was conferred during the Ongole Art Fest 2024, organised by Kalayajna, Srusti 

Art Academy, and Nestmekere in Ongole, Andhra Pradesh. Dr. Muppidi received this 

recognition for his artwork inspired by the architectural grandeur of the Gupta period, 

created using acrylic colours on canvas.

Dr. Rambabu Muppidi, 
Faculty, LGAD, FDDI, 
Hyderabad Campus

This accolade included a certificate, a memento, and appreciation from Mr. Damacharla 

Janardhan, MLA, Dr. Thimmiri Ravindra, founder of the academy and Mr. Shesha 

Brahmma, a contemporary artist. On this occasion, numerous other participating artists 

from Andhra Pradesh and Telangana were present. 

Faculty of FDDI, Banur felicitated during 'Interna�onal Educator's Eminence 
Award 2024 ' ceremony

Dr. Pooja Singh, Faculty in Fashion Design (FD) at FDDI – Banur Campus, was felicitated at 

the International Educator's Eminence Award 2024 ceremony, organised by Saksham 

Dr. Pooja Singh, Faculty, 
FD

Dr. Rambabu Muppidi receiving the 
award

Certificate given to Dr. 
Rambabu Muppidi

Certificate of Appreciation

S o c i e t y ,  J a i p u r , 

Rajasthan, a World 

Record–holding NGO.
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FDDI recognized as 'Assessing Agency' and 'Awarding Body' by NCVET

FDDI was recognized as an Assessing Agency and Awarding Body by the National Council 

for Vocational Education and Training (NCVET) on 27th August 2024. Having met all the 

compliance requirements for obtaining NCVET recognition as an AB–Dual, FDDI 

formalized the achievement through the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with NCVET in New Delhi.

T h e  M o U  w a s 

signed by Colonel 

Santosh Kumar, 

Director, NCVET, 

o n  b e h a l f  o f 

NCVET, and Dr. 

S u m e e t  Ku m a r 

J a r a n g a l ,  I A S , 

M a n a g i n g 

D i r e c to r  ( M D) , 

FDDI, on behalf of 

F D D I ,  i n  t h e 

presence of Mr. 

A t u l  K u m a r 

T i w a r i ,  I A S , 

S e c r e t a r y , 

Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and Chairperson, NCVET.

NCVET serves as the overarching national regulator for vocational education and 

training in India, tasked with setting standards, formulating regulations, and enhancing 

the skilling ecosystem.

As an Assessing Agency, FDDI is now mandated to assess trainees upon completion of 

programmes approved by the National Skills Qualifications Committee (NSQC) in the 

areas of Retail, Fashion, Footwear, and Leather Goods. As an Awarding Body, FDDI is 

authorized to confer certificates and to create and develop qualifications in alignment 

with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 Credit Framework.

From Left: Dr. Sumeet Kumar Jarangal, IAS – MD, FDDI, Mr. Atul Kumar 
Tiwari, IAS, Secretary, MSDE & Chairperson, NCVET and Colonel Santosh 

Kumar, Director, NCVET during 'Exchange of MoU’
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FDDI, Noida Faculty felicitated during Na�onal Level Exhibi�on - 'Mere Desh 
ke Dhaage’

Mr. Rajesh Kumar Sharma, Senior Faculty (SF), School of Fashion Design (FD) of FDDI, 

Noida Campus was felicitated during National Level Exhibition - 'Mere Desh ke Dhaage' 

which was held at Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) University. 

On the occasion of Independence Day, the Faculty of Fine Arts, Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI), 
th rd

in association with Textile Cartography, organized an exhibition from 14  to 23  August 

2024 at the M.F. Husain Gallery, JMI, New Delhi. The exhibition was inaugurated by Prof. 

Mohammad Shakeel, Officiating Vice Chancellor, JMI, in the esteemed presence of Mr. 

M. Nasim Haider, Registrar, JMI.

The event brought together around 121 artists from various universities, institutes, and 

colleges across India, showcasing their artistic and aesthetic explorations through 

textile. Mr. Rajesh was recognized and awarded for his exceptional creative and artistic 

excellence in weaving craft.

Mr. Rajesh Kumar Sharma, SF, FD with his 
weaving craft

Crea�ve talent of FDDI, Chennai students lead to winning 'Bronze Medal' in 
Shoe-making at IndiaSkills 2024: India's Biggest Skill Compe��on

Two students from FDDI – Chennai Campus, Ms. Hrithunanda R and Mr. Mihal Shaduli, 

won the Bronze Medal in the Shoe-making category at IndiaSkills 2024 – India's Biggest 

Skill Competition. Both students, from the School of Footwear Design and Production 

(FDP), B.Des. (Batch 2020–24), began their journey at the regional competition in March 
th2024. Their dedication and perseverance took them to the national finals, held from 15  

to 19th May 2024 at Yashobhumi, Dwarka, New Delhi.

Mr. Rajesh Kumar Sharma receiving the 
award & certificate
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In the finals, participants were challenged to create women's formal shoes within a total 

of 16 hours, spread over five specific modules. All required materials were provided by 

the organizers, ensuring a fair and level playing field.

A key factor in their success was the intensive boot camp organised by the Leather Sector 

Skill Council (LSSC), which helped participants hone their technical skills and boost their 

confidence. This rigorous training 

played a pivotal role in preparing 

them for the national stage.

Both students  descr ibed the 

co m p e t i t i o n  a s  a n  e n r i c h i n g 

experience that not only allowed 

them to learn and compete but also 

to showcase their craftsmanship on 

a prestigious national platform. 

IndiaSkills proved to be more than 

just a stage for displaying talent—it 

became a stepping stone for their 

future growth in the field of shoe-

making.

Winners of 'Shoe-making' category with Jury 
members

Ms. Hrithunanda R along with the 'Bronze 
Medal’

Mr. Mihal Shaduli along with the 'Bronze Medal’
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Adding another feather to FDDI's cap, Ms. Ananya Bhardwaj, a student of the School of 

Leather Goods & Accessories Design (LGAD), FDDI – Noida Campus, won the Gold Medal 

in the Leather Garments & Accessories category at IndiaSkills 2024 – India's Biggest Skill 

Competition. A B.Des. LGAD student from the 2020–2024 batch, she impressed the jury 

with her meticulously crafted leather garment.

Organised by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE), the 
th thnational finals were held from 17  to 19  May 2024 at Yashobhumi, Dwarka, with 

participation from over 900 students representing 30+ States and Union Territories, 

alongside 400+ industry experts.

IndiaSkills 2024 featured 61 skill categories – from traditional crafts to advanced 

technologies – with 47 competitions held onsite and 14 offsite in Karnataka, Haryana, 

Uttar Pradesh, and Gujarat. Participants also showcased talent in 9 exhibition skills, 

including Drone Filmmaking, Textile Weaving, Leather Shoemaking, and Prosthetics 

Makeup.

Winners of 'Shoe-making' 
category with Jury 

members
Ms. Hrithunanda R along with 

the 'Bronze Medal’
Mr. Mihal Shaduli along with the 

'Bronze Medal’

Organised by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE), the 
th thnational finals were held from 17  to 19  May 2024 at Yashobhumi, Dwarka, with 

participation from over 900 students representing 30+ States and Union Territories, 

Adding another feather in FDDI's cap – Ms. Ananya Bhardwaj bags Gold 
Medal at IndiaSkills 2024: India's Biggest Skill Compe��on 

Adding another feather to FDDI's cap, Ms. Ananya Bhardwaj, a student of the School of 

Leather Goods & Accessories Design (LGAD), FDDI – Noida Campus, won the Gold Medal 

in the Leather Garments & Accessories category at IndiaSkills 2024 – India's Biggest Skill 

Competition. A B.Des. LGAD student from the 2020–2024 batch, she impressed the jury 

with her meticulously crafted leather garment.
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'Art Work' of FDDI Hyderabad student gets published in Madhuri-       
Featured Art

th
On 30  April, 2024, Ms. Anneasa Manna's watercolour masterpiece “Brundahavan – 

Radha Madhav” was featured in Madhuri magazine, enchanting art enthusiasts with its 

captivating portrayal of divine love. A student of the Foundation Batch at FDDI – 

Hyderabad Campus, her artwork was selected from among 150 submissions received by 

the popular print magazine, widely read in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

Cover page of 'Madhuri' magazine

Showcased in the magazine's special Art feature, the painting transports viewers to the 

ethereal realm of Brundahavan, where Radha and Madhav—emblems of love and 

devotion—gracefully dance amidst nature's vibrant hues. Through delicate 

brushstrokes and a skilful play of light and shadow, the artist beautifully brings to life the 

timeless romance of Radha and Krishna.

Ms.Annesa Manna's art work published in 
the magazine

Nearly 2.5 lakh candidates registered via the Skill India Digital Hub (SIDH) Portal, with 

26,000 shortlisted through pre-screening. State and District-level competitions further 

narrowed the field to 900 finalists.The event was supported by over 400 industry and 

academic partners, including Toyota Kirloskar, Autodesk, JK Cement, Maruti Suzuki, 

Schneider Electric, and L'Oréal.
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SCINTILLATING PERFORMANCES
IN FASHION SHOW
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During 'Subh Kadam', students from the 1st, 2nd, 3rd year, and M.Des programs of FDP 
participated in teams, with 9 groups presenting their innovative footwear collections. 
The jury for this segment comprised distinguished industry professionals: Ms. Amrita 
Tiwari, Sourcing Coordinator, Randa Accessories; Ms. Kumari Soni, Owner of Kocoon 
and FDDI Noida alumnus; and Mr. Fayaz, Designer, KH Shoes.
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The event was graced by Mr. Rakesh Vaid, Senior Vice Chairman of Apparel Training & 

Design Centre (ATDC) and Vice Chairman of Apparel Export Promotion Council (AEPC), 

along with sponsors, distinguished jury members, guests, faculty, parents, and students, 

making it a landmark celebration of emerging talent in the fashion industry.

'Fashion Blazon 2024' – a spectacular fashion showcase – was organized by FDDI in 

collaboration with India Style Fashion Week at Epicentre, Apparel House, Gurugram on 
th20  April 2024. Hosted by the School of Fashion Design (FD), the event featured the 

graduating designers of the 2020–2024 batch from FDDI's Noida and Rohtak campuses, 

who presented their exquisite graduation collections, reflecting creativity, technical 

skill, and innovation.

VIBRANT VINES, GOLDEN OBSIDIAN, A GIRL IN VERSAILLES, DIGITAL DYSTOPIA, 
SANDOOK, CYBORG BRIDGING WORLD, AQUASCULPT, SROTAS, FLUIDITY OF 
MURCURY, THE alphabet LETTERS, SECOND STITCH, EBONY, AN ODE TO INDIA, 
VERSABLEND, G-POP, SPIDOMETERY, LUMINECENT LUXE, GALATIC DIBRIS, 
ENCHANTED SPARKLEs, DRIPPIN CRYO, MAGMA

Collection presented on 21 Themes
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The event was further elevated 

b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f 

distinguished fashion industry 

leaders  as  jur y  members, 

including Mr. Harpreet Narula, 

Chairman of Rimple & Harpreet 

Couture; Mr. Gaurav Gupta, CEO 

and Creative Director at the 

House of Raisons; Ms. Amla 

Shrivastava, Head of Design at 

the Export Promotion Council 

for Handicrafts; and Mr. Roshan 

Singh, Chief Creative Officer at 

Sarita Handa.

A  t o t a l  o f  8 0  s t u d e n t s , 

comprising 63 from FDDI Noida 

Campus and 17 from FDDI 

Rohtak Campus, presented 21 

collections across diverse 

themes, showcasing a blend of 

creativity, innovation, and 

technical expertise.

Adding a unique and influential dimension to the event was the expert choreography of 

renowned fashion director Mr. Kaushik Ghosh from India Fashion Week, which brought 

the collections to life on the runway in a spectacular and memorable manner.
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OTHER LANDMARKS

D u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g , 
discussions focused on key 
a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  t r a i n i n g , 
research, and innovation, as 
well as the need to upskill 
personnel to meet global 
i n d u s t r y  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e 
interaction also addressed 
FDDI's role in supporting the 
footwear, leather, fashion, 
r e t a i l ,  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t 
sectors.

The functioning, requirements, 

and challenges facing FDDI 

Mr. Vivek Sharma, IRS, MD, FDDI presenting memento to 
Mr. Jitin Prasada, Honble Minister of State for Commerce 

and Industry

Team FDDI meets Hon'ble Minister
th

On 20  March 2025, 
Mr. Vivek Sharma, IRS, 
Managing Director 
(MD) of FDDI, met Mr. 
J y o t i r a d i t y a  M . 
Scindia, Hon'ble Union 
M i n i s t e r  o f 
Communications and 
M i n i s t e r  o f 
Development of the 
North Eastern Region, 
Government of India. 
M s .  M a n j u  M a a n , 
Executive Director of 
FDDI, Noida and Guna 
C a m p u s ,  w a s  a l s o 
present during the 
meeting.

MD, FDDI meeting with Mr. Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, Hon'ble Union 
Minister of Communications and Minister of Development of North 

Eastern Region, Government of India

were deliberated, with a view to accelerating the Institute's growth and enhancing its 

contribution to the industry.

M r .  V i v e k  S h a r m a ,  I R S , 
Managing Director (MD) of 
FDDI, met Mr. Jitin Prasada, 
Hon'ble Minister of State for 

th
Commerce and Industry, on 24  
March 2025.

Managing Director – FDDI meets Hon'ble Minister of State for Commerce and 
Industry
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'The Footprints of Successful Industry' book authored by FDDI, Noida Faculty 
released by Mr. Jyo�raditya M. Scindia, Hon'ble Union Minister of 
Communica�ons and Minister of Development of North Eastern Region, 
Government of India

A book titled, 'The Footprints of Successful Industry' 

authored by Mr. Hafiz Obaidullah, Jr. Faculty of the 

School of Footwear Design and Production (FDP) at 

FDDI, Noida Campus was released by Mr. Jyotiraditya 

Scindia, Hon'ble Union Minister of Communications and 

Minister of Development of North Eastern Region, 
th

Government of India on 18  November 2024.  

Mr. Hafiz Obaidullah, Jr. Faculty at FDDI's School of 
Footwear Design & Production (FDP), brings over twelve 
years of expertise and holds an engineering degree in 
Leather and Footwear Technology from Aligarh Muslim 
University, along with a Master's in Fashion Technology.

Mr. Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, 
Hon'ble Union Minister  of 
Communications and Minister of 
Development of North Eastern 
Region, Government of India, 
formally released the book

Front and back cover of the book
Mr. Hafiz Obaidullah - Jr. 

Faculty – FDP, FDDI

His book serves as a comprehensive, step-by-step guide 

to establishing and managing successful footwear 

manufacturing enterprises. Covering the process from 

conceptualization to production, it outlines essential 

requirements, industry standards, and strategic 

considerations for building a thriving business in the 
footwear sector. The book has been published by Crown Publishing and carries ISBN 978-

93-6426-730-4.

Mr. Jyotiraditya M. Scindia represents the Guna constituency in Madhya Pradesh, where 
one of FDDI's campuses is located. The meeting provided an opportunity to update the 
Minister on the various initiatives undertaken by FDDI.
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Book – co-authored by Faculty, FDDI - Rohtak published

A book titled 'Embroidery Design Documentation for Home Furnishing', published by 

Just Agriculture Publishing, has been co-authored by Dr. Sarita Devi, Jr. Faculty at the 

School of Fashion Design (FD), FDDI Rohtak Campus.

D r .  S a r i t a  D e v i  i s  a n 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  t e x t i l e 

professional with a PhD in 

Textile & Apparel Design 

f r o m  C C S  H a r y a n a 

Agricultural  Univers ity , 

Haryana. She was awarded 

t h e  J u n i o r  R e s e a r c h 

Fellowship (JRF) in Textile & 

Apparel Design by the Indian 

Co u n c i l  o f  Ag r i c u l t u r a l 

Research in 2012.

The book is co-authored with Dr. Sushila, Jr. Faculty, FD, FDDI Noida Campus, and Dr. 

Nisha Arya, Associate Professor, Department of Textile and Apparel Design, CCS 

Haryana Agricultural University.

This book bearing ISBN:  provides comprehensive design 978-9-33418-858-5.

documentation of traditional motifs and designs, design placements, and color schemes 

for home furnishing.

It emphasizes the critical importance of embroidery motif documentation—a 

meticulous process that records and preserves the diverse patterns and motifs of 

traditional Indian embroidery—thereby safeguarding cultural heritage and serving as a 

valuable resource for designers and researchers.

Cover page & Back page  of the book

Book – co-authored by Faculty, FDDI - Hyderabad published

A book in the field of Social Sciences titled 'Advertising and Public Relations: Building 

Connections and Impactful Communication', published by Diamond Publishing, 

Bhilaspur, Chhattisgarh, has been co-authored by Dr. Rambabu Muppidi, Faculty at FDDI 

Hyderabad Campus.
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Dr. Rambabu Muppidi is an accomplished artisan from Andhra Pradesh with extensive 

expertise in Indian art forms, product design, handicrafts, and fashion design. He has 

published over 55 research journals, received numerous national and international 

awards, and holds four design registrations with the Indian Patent Office.

The book covers chapters on topics such as Introduction to Advertising, The Art of 

Persuasion and Promotion, Benefits of Advertising, The Advertising Process: From 

Ideation to Impact, Planning an Advertising Campaign, and The Public Relations Process.

The research presented in the book specifically focuses on artisans from the Andhra 

Pradesh region whose livelihoods depend on handicrafts, emphasizing the vital role of 

advertising in promoting their traditional art forms and crafts.

The book, published by Diamond Publishing, bears ISBN 978-93-5823-549-4 and spans 

pages 1-54 is available on Amazon:     

https://www.amazon.in/dp/B0D6NCFTRW?ref=myi_title_dp and on Flip kart: 

https://www.flipkart.com/product/p/itme?pid=9789358235494

Dr. Rambabu Muppidi -Faculty, 
LGAD Cover page of the book
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DPIIT Official visits FDDI Campuses

Officials from the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, visited FDDI campuses at 
Noida, Kolkata, Hyderabad, and Chennai to review the establishment of the Non-Leather 
Department under the EIF sub-scheme.

The DPIIT delegation included Ms. Mamta, Director (L&F); Mr. Kapil Meena, Under 

Secretary, Leather; Mr. Niraj Kumar, Section Officer, Leather; Ms. Priya Keshari, 

Consultant; Ms. Himani Mishra, Junior Consultant; Mr. Anurag, Junior Consultant; and 

Ms. Malika Arora, Young Professional.

The project proposal for the creation of the Department of Non-Leather Products & 

Accessories at six FDDI campuses—Noida, Hyderabad, Chennai, Banur, Kolkata, and 

Chhindwara—under the Indian Footwear & Leather Development Programme (IFLDP) 

2021-26 has been approved.

T h e  n o n - l e a t h e r 

footwear and products 

sector has been growing 

r a p i d l y ,  d r i v e n  b y 

a d v a n c e m e n t s  i n 

m a t e r i a l s  a n d 

technology. This growth 

is fueled by a strong focus 

on comfort, recycling, 

rapid market reach, and 

m a s s  c u s to m i z a t i o n , 

which have emerged as 

t h e  c o r e  p r i n c i p l e s 

shaping technological 

progress in the industry.

Sr. No.  Non -Leather 
Departments of 

FDDI  

Date      Nominated DPIIT Officials  

1 Noida 12.4.2024  Ms. Mamta, Director,  (L&F)  

Ms. Himani Mishra, Junior Consultant.  

2 Kolkata  13.4.2024  

to 

15.4.2024  

Mr. Niraj Kumar, S ection Officer, Leather,  

Ms. Malika Arora, Young Professional .  

3 Hyderabad  18.4.2024  

to 
20.4.2024  

Mr. Kapil Meena, U nder S ecretary , Leather,  

Mr. Anurag, Junior Consultant .  

4 Chennai  21.4.2024  
to 

23.4.2024  

Ms. Mamta , Director,  
Ms. Priya Keshari,  Consultant .   

 

DPIIT official visiting non -leather set up at FDDI, Noida Campus
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DPIIT official visiting non -leather set up at FDDI, Kolkata Campus

Notable technologies are Rapid Proto Type development, 3 –D printing, Die less cutting, 

Knitted shoes, and Laser cutting systems to list a few with use of SAP, ERP is already been 

noticed by the sector.

During the visit, the officials were given demonstrations of the installed machines at the 

respective FDDI campuses.

The functioning of the machines was explained to the officials, with emphasis on how 

they contribute to enhancing student learning and skill development in the non-leather 

segment.

DPIIT official visiting non -leather set up at FDDI, Hyderabad Campus

DPIIT official visiting non -leather set up at FDDI, Chennai Campus
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Mrs. Priyadarshini Raje Scindia visit FDDI, Guna Campus
thOn 5  February 2025, Mrs. Priyadarshini Raje Scindia, spouse of Mr. Jyotiraditya M. 

Scindia, Hon'ble Union Minister of Communications and Minister of Development of 

North Eastern Region, Government of India, visited FDDI Guna Campus. She was warmly 

received by Mr. Jitendra Gupta, Centre Incharge, along with the faculty members of the 

institute.

During her one-hour visit, she toured the Cutting Lab, Lasting Lab, and Closing Lab, 
where she observed the state-of-the-art technology and practical training being 
imparted to the students.

Mrs. Priyadarshini Raje Scindia watching the bag made by the students

A view of the interaction session with the student
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An interactive session with the students was also organized, during which Mrs. 

Priyadarshini Raje Scindia shared her valuable thoughts, encouraging them to pursue 

their dreams with passion and determination. She also offered insightful suggestions 

for enhancing the standards of teaching, research, and collaborative programmes of the 

institute.

'Non-Leather and Virtual 3D Modeling Lab' inaugurated at FDDI, Chhindwara

With a vision to foster talent, nurture creativity, and advance sustainability, the 'Non-
th

Leather and Virtual 3D Modeling Lab' was inaugurated at FDDI Chhindwara on 4  

October 2024 by Mr. Niren Anand, Managing Director & Founder, Evertrade Group 

(China, Hong Kong & India).

A view of the 'Non-Leather and Virtual 3D Modeling Lab’

This state-of-the-art facility marks a major step forward in integrating modern 

technology with traditional craftsmanship. It is designed to provide students with 

hands-on exposure to sustainable practices and advanced manufacturing tools, 

preparing them for the evolving global footwear and fashion industry.

The lab is equipped with Flyknit Technology, Laser Technology, Sole Manufacturing 

Units, Automatic Computerized Pattern Stitching Machines, and a Virtual 3D Modeling 

Lab, making it one of the most advanced centers of learning in the field.
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'Onsite Training on 6s Implementa�on, Produc�on Process and Control 
System conducted by FDDI, Hyderabad Campus for Win Heels, Kozhikode, 
Kerala 

Onsite training on 6s Implementation, Production Process and Control System was 
th thprovided by FDDI, Hyderabad Campus for Win Heels, Kozhikode, Kerala from 10  - 14  

March 2025. 

The program was led by Mr. M. Srinivasan K, Senior Faculty, FDDI – Hyderabad Campus, 

who began with a comprehensive analysis of factory operations to identify key areas for 

improvement. Emphasizing the 6S principles—Sort, Set in Order, Shine, Standardize, 

Sustain, and Safety, the training aimed to foster a culture of workplace discipline, 

efficiency, and continuous improvement.

Through a blend of interactive discussions, hands-on activities, and structured 

implementation plans, the training successfully introduced and reinforced the 

fundamentals of 6S methodology, lean management, and production process control. 

Employees gained valuable insights into workplace organization, process 

standardization, and strategies to enhance overall productivity and efficiency.

Mr. Srinivasan K, Sr. Faculty, FDDI Hyderabad 
explaining about 6S Lean Principles Win Heels Team with Mr. Srinivasan K

The training further emphasized the significance of eliminating waste, streamlining 

workflow, and maintaining cleanliness as key drivers of productivity and workplace 

safety. Practical demonstrations, such as the 5S Numbers Game, enabled participants to 

internalize the advantages of systematic organization and continuous improvement. In 

addition, focused discussions on production workflow, stock management, and 

procedure standardization offered valuable insights into achieving greater operational 

consistency and efficiency.
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W i t h  t h e  6 S  t e a m 

established and a phased 

implementation plan in 

place, the factory is now 

w e l l - p o s i t i o n e d  t o 

systematically integrate 

these principles into its 

daily operations. Going 

f o r w a r d ,  r e g u l a r 

monitoring, periodic audits, 

a n d  a c t i v e  e m p l o y e e 

participation will be critical 

to sustaining improvements 

and fostering a workplace 

culture rooted in efficiency, 

discipline, and innovation.Conducting the 5S Game

Exposure visit cum On-the-Job Training for Government School students at 
FDDI, Rohtak Campus

Under the Vocational Education – National Skills Qualifications Framework (NSQF) 

program, a four-day Exposure Visit cum On-the-Job Training (OJT) programme was 
th th

organized at FDDI, Rohtak Campus from 20  to 24  March 2025, benefiting 240 students.

The students, accompanied by their teachers from Government Girls Senior Secondary 

School, Kalanur and Government Girls Senior Secondary School, Nigana, Rohtak (Classes 

9–12), were provided with valuable exposure to multiple sectors, including Footwear 

Designing, Fashion Design, Store Display, Retail & Sales Management, and Information 

Technology.

Students being briefed about the lab facility by 
the faculty Faculty of FD explaining the students
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The expert faculty members from the School of Footwear Design and Production (FDP) 

and the School of Fashion Design (FD) at FDDI Rohtak Campus delivered comprehensive 

lectures and conducted interactive field and lab visits for the students. They also had the 

opportunity to visit the Centre of Excellence (CoE), gaining first-hand exposure to 

advanced facilities.

The program concluded with a closing ceremony on 26th March 2025, during which the 

students were awarded certificates of participation by Ms. Sarita Duhan, Executive 

Director, FDDI – Rohtak, in the presence of Mr. Devendra Katariya, Principal of the 

school.

Students along with 'Certificates of Participation’

This learning initiative was designed to broaden students' knowledge and sharpen their 

skills, equipping them for future opportunities in the footwear and fashion design 

industries.

FDDI, Chhindwara & Jodhpur celebrates Interna�onal Women's Day 

International Women's Day (IWD) 2025 was celebrated on 8th March at FDDI Chhindwara 

and Jodhpur campuses with great enthusiasm and gratitude, recognizing the 

remarkable contributions of women to education, society, and the FDDI community.

At FDDI Chhindwara, the celebration was graced by Dr. W.S. Brown, Social Activist with 

the Police Department Welfare Foundation, retired Principal of P.G. Government 

College and renowned social worker, as the Chief Guest. The Guests of Honour included 

Dr. Vijaya Yadav, Academic Administrator of Vidya Bhoomi and Social Activist, along with 

Ms. Sunandha, representing the Government of Madhya Pradesh
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Dr. W.S. Brown and Dr. Vijaya Yadav addressed the gathering, emphasizing the 

importance of empowering and educating society to respect women. They highlighted 

how women's empowerment serves as a catalyst for transformative progress across all 

spheres of life.

The event also honored the invaluable contributions of FDDI's female staff members 

and third-party housekeeping staff. Their unwavering dedication and commitment to 

the institute's success were warmly acknowledged. The celebration stood as a powerful 

reminder of the pivotal role women play in shaping careers and fostering an inclusive, 

growth-oriented environment at FDDI.

A view of IWD celebration at FDDI, Chhindwara Campus

Impactful rally  by FDDI, Jodhpur spreading the message of "सश� म�हला सश� भारत”
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th
At FDDI Jodhpur, a heartfelt Women's Honor Ceremony was held on 7  March 2025 to 

celebrate the achievements of women. The Chief Guest, Ms. Seema Sharma, Chief 

District Education Officer, Jodhpur, delivered an inspiring address highlighting the 

invaluable contributions of women to society.

On 8th March 2025, FDDI staff and students organized a powerful rally carrying the 

message 'सश� म�हला, सश� भारत'. The rally covered nearby areas including Surpura and 

Mandore Garden, spreading awareness on women's empowerment and unity. To further 

engage the community, informative pamphlets were distributed, highlighting FDDI 

Jodhpur's initiatives dedicated to supporting and uplifting women.

Training session on 'Gender Sensi�za�on/POSH' held at FDDI

t hO n  4  M a r c h  2 0 2 5 ,  F D D I  o r g a n i z e d  a  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n  o n  ' G e n d e r 

Sensitization/Prevention of Sexual Harassment (POSH)', conducted in hybrid mode for 

employees across its 12 campuses and Head Office. The session witnessed active 

participation from approximately 264 employees.

The resource person, Mrs. Vinod Jindal, former Director at the Ministry of Urban 

Development, is a distinguished trainer and subject expert in Organizational Behavior, 

Ethics, Values in Administration, Creativity, Gender Sensitization, and Financial 

Management. With her extensive academic background in Public Administration, she 

has served as a Master Trainer for Direct Trainer Skills (DTS), Resource Trainer for the 

Design of Training (DoT), and is also empaneled as a National Facilitator with DoPT for 

'Ethics and Values in Public Governance.

Mrs. Vinod Jindal interacting with the participants
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The training session was conducted through engaging presentations and case studies, 

covering fundamental aspects of workplace gender sensitivity and moral ethics. Mrs. 

Vinod Jindal sensitized participants on the knowledge and skills required to foster a 

respectful, inclusive, and safe work environment.

The session also provided employees with a clear understanding of the 'Behavioural 

Code of Conduct at the Workplace' and the provisions of the POSH Act, enacted by the 

Government of India in 2013, ensuring awareness of their rights and responsibilities 

under the law.

Student Internship Program under NEP 2020 held at FDDI, Jodhpur Campus

In line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, an eight-day internship program 

was organized at FDDI Jodhpur Campus from 27th January to 4th February 2025 for 

students of Government School Badli and Government School Ratanada, Jodhpur.

A total of 25 students from Classes 9 to 12 participated in the program, which was 

conducted in collaboration with Bharti Airtel Foundation and the District Education 

Department, Jodhpur

Experts of FDDI quipping young minds 
with essential skills Media coverage

To equip students with essential practical skills and real-world experience, experts at 

FDDI Jodhpur provided valuable knowledge and hands-on learning, helping them build a 

strong foundation for their future.
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FDDI, Jodhpur conducts 'Voca�onal Training Program in Fashion Design' for 
JNV, Jalore

In line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, FDDI Jodhpur Campus conducted a 

week-long 'Vocational Training Program (VTP) in Fashion Design' for the students of 
th rdJawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV), Jalore, from 17  to 23  December 2024. The 

program introduced students to the fundamentals of fashion design and equipped them 

with practical industry-oriented skills. It concluded with a product jury session, where 

students showcased their innovative ideas and design concepts developed during the 

workshop.

JNV, Jalore students attending the VTP in Fashion 
Design

Student receiving 'Certificate of 
Participation’

The designs were evaluated by FDDI faculty and industry professionals, who provided 

constructive feedback to encourage students' creativity and guide them toward 

excellence. On this occasion, Certificates of Participation were awarded to the students 

in the presence of Mr. G.S. Bhati, Executive Director, Central Wool Development Board, 

Ministry of Textiles, Jodhpur, who graced the event as the Chief Guest.

'Meraki 2024' - exhibi�on of crea�vity along with conformity held at FDDI, 
Noida Campus

“Meraki” – an exhibition by the Foundation Batch (2024–2028) students of FDDI Noida – 
th

was organized on 6  December 2024 to showcase their creativity and innovation 

through handcrafted products developed during the first semester.

The exhibition was inaugurated by Ms. Manju Maan, Executive Director, FDDI Noida 

Campus, in the presence of industry guest Mrs. Aditi Sharma, Design Educator turned UX 

Researcher and NIFT alumna, and Ms. Aditi Bhushan from the Product Development & 

Sourcing Department, Skechers, along with faculty, staff, and students.
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The display featured a wide range of handmade lifestyle products including garments, 

footwear, accessories, décor, and other creations, prepared through diverse material 

exploration techniques and intricate detailing.

Curated under the mentorship and guidance of faculty members, the students 

presented their interpretations of significant historical eras through innovative design 

explorations, reflecting both creativity and conformity.

A view of 'Meraki 2024’

Delega�on from Nike visits FDDI, Noida Campus

With the objective of gaining insights into the academic programs and facilities of FDDI, 

Mr. Uday Mehta, Director, Nike India, along with Mr. Narayan Swamy Vaikundamani, 
thProduct Supply Chain Director, Nike India Ltd., visited FDDI Noida Campus on 5  

December 2024.

The delegation toured the campus, including the state-of-the-art facilities and 

infrastructure at the School of Footwear Design & Production (FDP) and the 

International Testing Center (ITC), which houses advanced Physical and Chemical 

Laboratories providing comprehensive testing and quality control services. They also 

visited the Virtual Modelling Lab and Knitting Workshop in the Non-Leather Department 

to observe machine operations and learning tools.

A meeting was later chaired by Ms. Manju Maan, Executive Director, FDDI Noida Campus, 

where a detailed presentation was made to the Nike team highlighting the institute's 

overall operations and strengths.

228 |          Annual Report 2024 - 25



Mr. Uday Mehta emphasized the importance of strengthening institute–industry 

partnerships for the overall growth and development of the footwear sector. He also 

highlighted the need to enhance talent attraction in the sector, bringing it at par with 

industries like the automobile sector.

Adding to the discussion, Mr. Narayan Swamy Vaikundamani spoke about the significant 

advancements taking place in the footwear industry, while also acknowledging the 

challenges it faces. He noted that the entire footwear manufacturing ecosystem is 

undergoing a transformation with the introduction of new technologies, innovative 

materials, and modern processes aimed at enhancing efficiency and sustainability. He 

further enquired about the non-leather program offered by FDDI, underlining its 

relevance in equipping students with specialized skills to work with alternative materials 

in footwear production.

Delegation being briefed by FDDI Expert at FDP

'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan' at FDDI, Jodhpur 

As part of the 'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan', a mural art competition was organized at FDDI, 
nd stJodhpur Campus from 2  to 31  October 2024. Twelve groups, each comprising three 

students, participated in the event and created murals on themes such as environmental 

preservation, hygiene, footwear design, fashion, and related subjects. The artwork was 

displayed on the boundary walls of the campus, adding both creativity and awareness to 

the surroundings.
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Students creative depiction Media coverage

The students creatively expressed the importance of cleanliness through their artwork, 

transforming the boundary walls into vibrant murals. 

Their efforts not only beautified the campus but also inspired passersby to pause, 

admire the transformation, and reflect on the collective responsibility of keeping the 

country clean.

Students expressing their views about importance of cleanliness
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FDDI, Chennai Campus actively participated in the marathon titled 'Soles for Souls', 
thorganized by the Council for Leather Exports (CLE) on 29  September 2024 at Island 

Grounds, Chennai.

The event was held with the support of the Government of Tamil Nadu and in 

partnership with Tamil Nadu Tourism Development Corporation (TTDC), SIPCOT, 

Greater Chennai Police, along with several reputed educational and training institutions 

across the city, including Guru Nanak College, Chennai Institute of Technology, 

Murugappa Polytechnic College, Anna University, University of Madras, Madras Christian 

College, Loyola College, CLRI, FDDI, CFTI, among others.

FDDI, Chennai par�cipates in CLE's 'Soles for Souls’

Staff of FDDI-Chennai receiving 'Certificate of Participation’

Hon'ble Tamil Nadu Health Minister, Ma. Subramanium graced the event as the Chief 

Guest. The occasion was further honored by the presence of Mr. Rajendra Kumar Jalan, 

Chairman, CLE; Mr. R. Selvam, IAS, Executive Director, CLE; Mr. M. Abdul Wahab, Regional 

Chairman (South), CLE; and Dr. Rafiq Ahmed, Managing Director, Phoenix Kothari 

Footwear Limited, as Guests of Honor. In addition, leading representatives from the 

footwear and leather industry across Tamil Nadu also marked their presence, adding 

significance to the event.

231 |          Annual Report 2024 - 25



The marathon featured three categories: 3 km for participants aged 8 years and above, 5 

km for those 12 years and above, and 10 km for participants 16 years and above.

FDDI, Chennai student  who participated in the marathon

With over 5,000 runners, the event witnessed an overwhelming response, including the 

participation of 100+ enthusiastic students and 5 staff members from FDDI Chennai. The 

marathon not only promoted the footwear sector but also served as a strong platform to 

raise social awareness about the importance of building a drug-free society.

'Na�onal Handloom Day' observed at FDDI Campuses

th
On 7  August 2024, National Handloom Day (NHD) was observed across all FDDI 

campuses to celebrate the artistry and heritage of handloom weaving, highlighting the 

intricate craftsmanship that embodies India's timeless traditions.

A view of the NHD celebration at FDDI, 
Jodhpur Campus

Students of FDDI, Chhindwara Campus along with the 
dignitaries
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th
The Union Government had declared 7  August as National Handloom Day in July 2015 

with the objective of generating awareness about the significance of India's handloom 

industry.

At FDDI Jodhpur Campus, the occasion was marked with a vibrant showcase by students 

who presented an exquisite collection of garments and accessories that beautifully 

fused age-old weaving practices with contemporary design aesthetics.

At FDDI Chhindwara Campus, Mr. Rohit G. Russia, Founder of ASHA (Assistance and 

Survival of Handicraft Artisans), graced the event as the Chief Guest, while Mr. Waman 

Nimjhe, Owner of Nimjhe Handloom, was the Guest of Honour. On the occasion, a 

webinar on “Traditional Textiles: An Indian Perspective” was also delivered by Dr. 

Poonam Aggarwal Thakur, Expert & Former Principal – NIIFT.

A view of the NHD celebration at FDDI, Chennai 
Campus

Exhibition of handloom sarees and products 
by TNGWA

At FDDI Chennai Campus, the celebrations included student competitions that 

showcased creativity, along with a visit to the Kanchipuram Weaving Cluster, offering 

students an in-depth understanding of handloom textiles. Mr. Sundaresan 

Tanikachalam, Handloom Inspector, Kanchipuram District, was the Guest of Honour. The 

Tamil Nadu Government Weavers' Association (TNGWA) also participated by organizing 

an exhibition of handloom sarees and products for display and sale, highlighting the 

richness of India's handloom heritage.

Handloom product made by the 
students of FDDI - Noida Campus NHD celebration at FDDI, Noida Campus
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At FDDI Noida Campus, students displayed their own handloom-based creations, 

reflecting innovative approaches to traditional weaving  practices.

The staff of the Institute also observed National Handloom Day by attending office in 

handwoven/handloom attire, while the students too participated by wearing traditional 

handloom outfits, reflecting solidarity with India's weaving community and honoring its 

cultural heritage.

'Manak Manthan' programme a�ended by staff & students of FDDI, 
Chennai Campus

With the objective of providing insights into the latest industry standards and practices, 

the staff members of FDDI, Chennai Campus, including those from the International 

Testing Centre (ITC), along with students, attended the 'Manak Manthan' programme 

held at Vestin Park Hotel, Chennai on 23rd May 2024. The programme, conducted by the 

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), Chennai Branch Office, focused on the launch of new 

standards and the dissemination of crucial revisions, amendments, and wide circulation 

drafts across various domains.

A view of participants attending the 'Manak Manthan' programme

The programme that focused on introducing the Indian Standards for Derby Shoes 

namely, Derby Shoes (IS 17043:2024) Part 1: Shoes for services - Derby Shoes and Part 2: 

Shoes for general purpose holds immense significance for local manufacturers, 

governmental departments, Chambers of Commerce, Industry Associations, PSU's, 

regulatory bodies, laboratories, educational institutions, civil society groups, and 

organizations utilizing such products.
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This initiative ensures that all Derby shoes will carry the BIS certification, signifying 

compliance with these rigorous standards and giving consumers confidence in their 

purchase.

Awareness Programme on 'Gender Sensi�za�on & POSH Act' held at FDDI, 
Hyderabad Campus 

An Awareness Programme on 'Gender Sensitization & POSH Act' was organized by the 
thICC–POSH of FDDI, Hyderabad Campus on 26  April 2024 at its premises, with the 

objective of acquainting staff with the provisions and effectiveness of the statute.

Ms. Janaki Mandala, Senior Associate at Vakkils Associated, Hyderabad and Secretary of 

NGO IPRAS, was the key speaker of the session. Through her presentation, she 

highlighted the critical intersection of gender sensitization and legal compliance under 

the POSH Act, providing participants with a comprehensive understanding of the 

subject.

Participants were first introduced to the foundational concepts, terminologies, and 

legal provisions related to gender sensitization and the POSH Act. Ms. Mandala's 

expertise, combined with practical real-world examples, enriched the session and 

empowered participants with actionable insights for fostering a safe and inclusive 

workplace.

Ms. Janaki Mandala addressing the 
participants A view of participants
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CONVOCATION &  INI DAY 
CELEBRATIONS
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MEDAL WINNERS 

FDDI- JODHPUR CAMPUS FDDI- GUNA CAMPUS 

Ø Gold and Silver Medal to Mr. Vivek Sharma (FD 2018 -22); 

Ø Silver Medal to Ms. Megha Maheshwari (FDP 2018 -22); 

Ø Gold and Silver Medal to Ms. Sakshi Kumari (FDP-2019-23); 

Ø Silver Medal to Ms. Mahima Vasan (FD -2019-23). 

Ø Gold and Silver Medal to 
Ms. Neha Kapoor  

(FDP 2018-22).  
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FAIRS, EXHIBITIONS, CONCLAVE 
& STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
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HINDI DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
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Officers/
Employees

Students

(Typing and
Noting)

(Extempore Speech)

(Essay Writing)

(Poetry Telling)
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The closing ceremony of 'Hindi Pakhwada' at FDDI, Noida Campus was held on 30th 
September 2024, with Ms. Sunita Yadav, Assistant Director (Official Language), 
Department of Official Language, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, as the 
Chief Guest.

In her address, she highlighted that Hindi is not only our mother tongue but also our 
official language, and stressed the importance of collective efforts to promote its use. 
She emphasized that Hindi should be extensively utilized in all official and governmental 
work to strengthen its role as the primary language of administration.
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Separate Audit Report....
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FINANCIAL REPORT
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NOTICE

Footwear Design & Development Institute, 
An “Institution of National Importance” as per FDDI Act, 2017, 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India,

A-10/A, Sector 24, Noida – 201301
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